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GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT FORM   

NOTE:  This Risk Assessment must be read in conjunction with the Loyne Hydro pool Normal Operating 

Plan and Emergency Action Plan.  This document has been prepared in line with current guidance from 

Swim England https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/ and the 

Pool Water Treatment Advisory Group (PWTAG) https://www.pwtag.org/swimming-pool-technical-

operation-after-covid-19-shutdown/ 

 

This risk assessment is dynamic and may be subject to change in line with national and local guidance 

for pools during COVID-19. 

 

PART A.  ASSESSMENT DETAILS:  

Area/task/activity: Hydrotherapy pool opening arrangements during COVID-19 restrictions from September 2020 

 

Location of activity: Hydrotherapy pool 

Team/School name: 

Address & Contact 

details: 

The Loyne Specialist School 

Sefton Drive 

LA1 2QD 

Name of Person(s) undertaking 

Assessment: 

Anna Lazenbury  

(School Business Manager) 

Natasha Walton 

(School Business Support Officer) 

Reviewed and Approved by: 

Headteacher Signature(s): 

 

 

Head Teacher: Susan Campbell Date of Assessment: 

 

16th July 2020 

Signature:  Review Date: 

 

 

Reviewed 02/03/2021 

How communicated to 

Pool Users and Staff: 

 

Via email  Date communicated to Pool Users 

and Staff 

Variable 

 

PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
https://www.pwtag.org/swimming-pool-technical-operation-after-covid-19-shutdown/
https://www.pwtag.org/swimming-pool-technical-operation-after-covid-19-shutdown/
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

Changes to official 

COVID-19 guidance 

and advice 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, contractors. 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease  

School regularly refers to official advice from the national governing 

body, Swim England https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-

return-guidance-documents/ as well as the following: 

 Gov.UK  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-

announces-gyms-and-pools-to-reopen-safely 

 Coronavirus (Covid-19): guidance for schools and other 

educations settings 

 https://www.pwtag.org/swimming-pool-technical-operation-

after-covid-19-shutdown/ 

 

 https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg179.htm 

 

Any changes to the management of pools during COVID-19 will be 

reflected in this document and shared with relevant parties 

accordingly.  

It should be noted that whilst risk can be mitigated it cannot be 

completely eliminated.  As with all environments, there is still a level of 

risk in aquatic settings.  All persons using the Loyne Hydro pool must 

follow the guidance set out in this document.  Breaches of this 

guidance may result in the suspension of pool use.  

Communication  Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors 

 

Lack of information 

leading to unsafe 

practice. 

 

Swim England guidance states that the pool operator should have a 

dedicated officer responsible for COVID-19 considerations, making 

sure that they are up to date with central or local government 

recommendations. The named persons at the Loyne Hydro Pool who 

should be aware of the rules and guidance set out by the facility and 

take responsibility for updating this risk assessment are Anna 

https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-gyms-and-pools-to-reopen-safely
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-gyms-and-pools-to-reopen-safely
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-schools-and-other-educational-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-schools-and-other-educational-settings
https://www.pwtag.org/swimming-pool-technical-operation-after-covid-19-shutdown/
https://www.pwtag.org/swimming-pool-technical-operation-after-covid-19-shutdown/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg179.htm
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

Lazenbury (School Business Manager) and Natasha Walton (School 

Business Support Officer) Overall responsibility for the pool lies with the 

Headteacher, Susan Campbell and the Governing Body of the 

school.  This risk assessment will be shared with all persons, both 

internally and externally, who have responsibilities for the pool or for 

persons using the pool. Updates will be shared with school staff and 

external pool hirers who must have a named dedicated officer 

responsible for sharing guidance with employees and pool users.  The 

named dedicated officer must update employees and pool users 

with any changes as they occur. This information will be shared with 

external hirers and users via email. For staff within school, information 

will be shared via the virtual briefings that are already in place and 

followed up with an email to further secure that the information 

reaches all members of staff, for example, in the case of staff 

absence.  

Spread of COVID-19 

virus via germs on 

surfaces outside of the 

building  

 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Upon arrival to the pool the first point of access is the gate which is 

keypad entry only. This will have to remain in place in order to keep 

the school grounds secure and to ensure the safety of our pupils 

within school. The keypad will be regularly cleaned, as far as possible, 

with antibac at intervals throughout the day when the pool is in use. 

Once the code is input the gate is automatic so there is no 

requirement for anyone to make physical contact with the gate. 

The second point of access are the automatic doors which are 

operated using a push button. In order to reduce the need for 

touching the push button these doors will remain open or if this is not 

possible, users will be advised to use an elbow to operate the 

automatic doors. 

The next point of access which leads into the pool lobby area is an 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

automatic door which is on a sensor and so there is no reason for any 

persons to make physical contact with this door to gain access.  

The final point of access into the pool is the keypad entry door. It is at 

this door an antibac station will be available and all users must 

antibac their hands before keying in the numbers to gain access into 

the changing rooms.  

Capacity in the Pool 

Lobby and Reception 

Area 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Pool Lobby and Reception Area 

Face masks must be worn by persons over 11 years in the lobby area 

unless exempt.  

Upon entry to the pool lobby there will be an antibac station for users 

to antibac their hands before they enter the code. They can then key 

in the code and enter the changing rooms. If users wish to use the 

water dispenser, they must use the antibac station in the lobby before 

doing so. 

For members of staff using the register to sign in during school sessions, 

they must use the antibac station before using the pen and register.  

If staff members can bring their own pen this would be preferable. 

The sign in system will have to remain in place to ensure that 

safeguarding and fire evacuation procedures are adhered to. 

External users must not enter the office area. 

Social Distancing: Pool Lobby 

Based on current social distancing guidance at a minimum of 1m, the 

total number of persons permitted at any one time in the lobby area 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is a maximum of either: 

3 people from separate households or any number from the same 

household.   

Waiting in the lobby area should be avoided as far as possible.  It is 

important that pool users arrive for their session on time and are able 

to move quickly through into the changing areas.  If external users 

arrive early for their session and the lobby is at maximum capacity, 

they must wait either in their car or outside (observing social 

distancing) until their session is due to commence.   

Where possible, if waiting in the lobby, users are advised not to sit on 

the chairs unless necessary. Chairs will be cleaned at regular intervals. 

However, during swimming lessons for example, which take place out 

of school hours and where many users arrive and leave throughout 

the session, it is not possible to clean chairs after every use. 

Food is not permitted in the lobby area.  

There needs to be sufficient time between swim sessions, including 

external swimming lessons, to avoid congregation in the lobby area. 

Where possible, swimming lesson start and finish times should be 

staggered to accommodate this and to reduce the risk of large 

numbers of people arriving and leaving at the same time. 

When leaving after a swim session, pool users must not remain in the 

lobby area to eat/drink, socialise or otherwise but must immediately 

exit the pool building.  

Only one parent/guardian should accompany children when 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

 attending for swimming lessons.   

For public sessions the following ratios must be observed as per the 

Normal Operating Plan (NOP): 

1 adult to every child under 4 years 

1 adult to every 2 children aged 4 -7 years (inclusive) 

1 adult to every 4 children aged 8 -12 years (inclusive) 

Capacity of pool users 

at any one time in the 

changing facilities and 

shower areas 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

All persons using the pool facilities, where they have mental capacity, 

must take responsibility for adhering to the guidance set out in this risk 

assessment.  

Face masks must be worn by persons over 11 years in the changing 

areas unless exempt.  

There needs be sufficient time between swim sessions, including 

external swimming lessons, to reduce clustering groups in the 

changing and shower area. This may mean lesson start and finish 

times need to be staggered. 

As far as possible, pool users should arrive ‘beach style turn up and 

swim’ with swimwear on underneath clothing. Pool users, where 

possible, must shower at home before attending for their swim session.   

Swim England guidance states: 

“Individuals should keep their distance from people outside of their 

household, wherever possible. Transmission is affected by both 

duration and proximity”.  

In light of this, to ensure social distancing is maintained in our 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

changing and shower areas the following guidance must be 

adhered to”: 

Female change: 3 people maximum or any number from the same 

household.  

Partition Area 1: 1 person or 1 person/1 carer where the carer is 

responsible for the support of the pool user.   

Any number from the same household although the area is limited in 

size and not designed to accommodate more than 2 persons at any 

one time.  

Disabled toilet: 1 person or 1 person/1 carer where the carer is 

responsible for the support of the pool user.   

Any number from the same household.  

Partitioned Area (Shower/Changing): 1 person or 1 person/1 carer 

where the carer is responsible for the support of the pool user.   

If the area is not in use for changing both showers may be used. 

Partition Area 3: 3 people maximum or any number from the same 

household.  

Staff changing room: 1 person only or any number from the same 

household.  

Where the changing area has capacity to accommodate those from 

different households the responsibility lies with each household/social 

bubble to ensure they comply with social distancing guidance. 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

Government guidance is: Stay 2 metres apart from people you do 

not live with where possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in 

place (such as wearing face coverings or increasing ventilation 

indoors). 

When using showers, to maintain social distancing, the middle shower 

must always remain unoccupied. Showers either side of the middle 

shower can be used. The shower in the disabled changing room can 

be used by the person/household/social bubble occupying that 

changing room at the time.  

Lockers will not be in use.  It is strongly recommended that you do not 

bring valuables, e.g. phones, devices, purse/wallet, jewellery that 

needs to be removed, with you into the pool building.  The Governors 

of the Loyne school do not take responsibility or accept liability for 

any items left in the pool changing areas.  

Hair dryers will not be in use. 

Toilet area windows can be opened.  Changing area and pool hall 

windows do not open.  However, there is a fully compliant air 

handling unit through the pool building.  

Upon leaving the changing areas users are advised to use the anti 

bac station again, located in the corridor before using the keypad to 

exit.  

The pool environment will be cleaned after each session where this is 

possible although this may not always be feasible, particularly 

between swimming lesson groups when the pool is hired externally by 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

independent swim schools. 

External hirers and Loyne staff must take responsibility, as per our 

Normal Operating Plan and hire agreement, to ensure the changing 

areas are clean and tidy before leaving.  Where possible external 

hirers and Loyne staff should anti-bac frequently used surfaces such 

as the chairs in the lobby, the coded keypads, door and window 

handles, toilet flush and taps, pool door, hand rails and hooks.  

Toilet Areas Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Anti bac wipes or spray will be made available in each toilet area 

and changing room.  Users are encouraged to wipe flush handles 

and toilet seats before and after use.  

Anti bac wipes must not be flushed down toilets. 

Where possible taps should be turned on and off with elbows. If this is 

not possible please use the wipes or spray provided. 

Pool Capacity  Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Swim England Guidance: 

Distance: The greater the distance between participants the lower 

the level of risk of transmission via air droplets. 

Duration: The shorter the duration (time) at which participants are 

within close proximity, the lower the level of risk of transmission via air 

droplets.  

Activity: The way in which participants move during the activity will 

determine how the above two parameters can be controlled. 

The combination of both, along with the type of activity, provides a 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

 

 

 

risk factor profile that operators can use to determine what and how 

specific activities within the pool can be programmed. Therefore, 

whilst static in the water, participants should always follow current 

government guidance on social distancing, however whilst travelling, 

duration can be considered as a mitigating factor to risk. For 

example, during a swimming lesson where the activity is controlled, it 

will be unavoidable that whilst passing participants will come into 

close proximity of each other.  However, the duration of time would 

be significantly low, providing reassurance that the risk of transmission 

of infection would be low enough to be deemed as acceptable. 

The Loyne Hydrotherapy pool is 12m x 5m, totalling 60m2.  Following 

Swim England guidance, the pool would reach full capacity at 10 

bathers for any one session.  However, the number of bathers in any 

one session is determined by the nature of the session.  It is 

recommended, in order to maintain social distancing as far as 

possible that the whole pool is utilised.  

Whilst the STA guidance states that each pool user requires a 

minimum of 3m2. (meaning our pool would reach full capacity at 20 

bathers for any one session) our changing room facilities can not 

facilitate more than 10 users at any one time whilst following COVID 

secure guidelines.  

In line with Swim England guidance the following pool capacities 

must be observed: 

Sessions  Risk Factor Controls 

Public Swim Sessions  

Quiet/Family Swim 

High –session is Reduce bather 

loads.  



Lancashire County Council 
All printed versions are uncontrolled 

 

 

PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

 

 

 

Parent and Toddler 

Swim 

 

unstructured 

Uncontrolled 

movement 

 

Medium – reduced 

movement in water 

Recommended 

minimum 9m2 per 

person.   

Max bather load: 6  

Parent and baby 

from the same 

household can be 

classed as one. 

Recommended 

minimum 6m2 per 

person.   

Max bather load: 10 

(adults/babies) 

Loyne School Hydro 

Sessions 

Low – session is 

structured with 

minimal movement 

Pool sessions must 

operate in ‘bubbles’ 

to avoid transmission 

between wider 

groups.  

Recommended 

minimum 6m2 per 

person.   

Low movement 

within these sessions 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

Max bather load: 10 

Loyne School Water 

Confidence Sessions 

Medium – session is 

structured.  

Increased 

movement.  

Pool sessions must 

operate in ‘bubbles’ 

to avoid transmission 

between wider 

groups. 

Due to movement 

within these sessions 

it is recommended 

no more than 6 

bathers (9m2 per 

person) are in the 

water at any one 

time.  Subject to 

class risk 

assessment/medical 

needs of child or 

young adult. 

Swimming Lessons: 

Baby 

Medium  Parent and baby 

from the same 

household can be 

classed as one. 

Recommended 

minimum 6m2 per 

person.   

Max bather load: 10 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

(adults/babies) 

Where possible the 

instructor should 

teach from the side.  

Swimming Lessons – 

Child 

Medium – session is 

structured.  

Increased 

movement. 

Reduce ratios 

Recommended 

minimum 6m2 per 

person with teaching 

from the pool side 

where possible. 

Max bather load: 10 

Where possible the 

instructor should 

teach from the side. 

 

Under NO circumstances must the pool breach 10 bathers at any one 

time.  

For swimming lessons, sessions that require a school life saver and 

school sessions which require ‘eyes on the side’ those additional 

persons can also be on the poolside ensuring social distancing is 

adhered to. Under no circumstances must any other persons be on 

poolside at any time. 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

When travelling through water pool users should aim to maintain as 

much distance as possible from others. 

When static in the water or moving around the pool side participants 

must adhere to social distancing in relation to others in the pool and 

on the pool side.   

Pool Users with 

Medical Conditions  

Pool User Potential 

contracting of 

infectious disease 

Those in the high risk and moderate risk groups should consider the 

latest government advice before returning to the pool. 

People categorised as “high risk” or who have concerns may wish to 

consult with their medical practitioner before returning to the water 

Pool Hall and 

Equipment 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, contractors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Floatation aids, toys, armbands etc. that belong to The Loyne 

Hydrotherapy pool must not be used. If external hirers or public users 

require any equipment, they must bring their own with them. If pool 

users are bringing their own equipment it should be clean and clearly 

identifiable as theirs. 

The hand rail into the pool should only be used if necessary to support 

entry and exit into and out of the water. 

The grab rail around the pool should only be used when necessary, 

e.g. for support or the delivery of children’s lessons.  

If the red phone is used it must be anti baced after each use.  

The same principal applies for technical equipment in the store 

cupboard such as the light switches, lighting system, the laptop and 

the music system. Where the pen is used to complete the whiteboard 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

 on pool side this must also be cleaned after use. A pack of 

antibacterial wipes will be made available in the equipment store 

and replenished as required.  

For persons with responsibility for testing the pool chemicals they must 

ensure they wash their hands before and after using testing 

equipment. There is a sink in the equipment store located next to the 

testing station, with soap and paper towels provided.  

Hoists and Changing 

Beds, chairs  

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

The World Health Organisation states that: “Conventional, centralised 

water treatment methods that utilise filtration and disinfection should 

inactivate the Covid-19 virus. Other human coronaviruses have been 

shown to be sensitive to chlorination and disinfection with ultraviolet 

(UV) light. 

The Pool Water Treatment Advisory Group (PWTAG) state: “The 

available evidence shows that the physical effect of the pool water 

and an appropriate relationship between free chlorine and pH value 

should inactivate the virus within 15-30 seconds. Furthermore, Swim 

England’s Returning to Pools guidance and PWTAG technical notes 

have been produced in consultation with Public Health England, 

supporting the view that coronavirus would be inactivated at the 

levels of chlorine used in swimming pools. 

In line with this guidance it has been deemed by the Loyne School as 

safe to use: 

Pool hoist: providing it is kept in pool water for a minimum of 30 

seconds after use.  Slings should be kept in chlorinated water for as 

long as possible. The handset must be anti-baced in between used if 

https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

being used by different people.  

The fixed pool side chair: providing it is kept in pool water for a 
minimum of 30 seconds after use.  The chair should be kept in 

chlorinated water for as long as possible.  

Transfer chairs:  Chairs must be completely anti baced immediately 

after use by staff in charge of the session.  Chairs must be sprayed 

with anti bac and left for 30 seconds minimum before being wiped 

off.  

Changing Beds: Parents/carers using changing beds to change 

children must thoroughly anti bac the bed after use using the wipes 

or spray provided.  If using spray this must be left on the bed for 30 

seconds minimum before being wiped off.   

Staff using changing beds to support non-ambulant persons must 

thoroughly anti bac the bed after use using the wipes or spray 

provided.  If using spray this must be left on the bed for 30 seconds 

minimum before being wipes off.  

Changing Room Hoists: Slings must be removed by staff in charge 

and soaked in chlorinated water for 30 seconds before they can be 

used by another person.  Handsets must be anti-baced after use.  

Spectators  Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors 

 

 Due to social distancing measures currently in place spectators are 

not encouraged.  

Spectators are strictly forbidden from standing on the pool side. 

There must be no additional family members or friends attending 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

external swim sessions other than those adults that are needed for the 

purpose of accompanying a child.  

In order to maintain social distancing a maximum of 3 spectators only 

are permitted at any one time on the pool side seating.  

Chemical levels of the 

pool water 

Any persons 

entering the pool 

water. 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Swim England guidance states that UK swimming pools are 

commonly disinfected with chlorine (as a primary disinfectant) with a 

secondary disinfection method in the form of UV light. COVID-19 is an 

enveloped virus that is likely to be more sensitive to chlorination.  

(World Health Organisation, 2020). 

This enables the Loyne Hydrotherapy pool to state with confidence 

that Covid-19 should not be transmissible through the swimming pool 

water if the pool is operated in line with this guidance and that of 

PWTAG.  

In order to further mitigate any risk of transmission of COVID-19 in pool 

water, levels will be kept (as recommend by Swim England as a 

minimum) at:  

 Free Chlorine – min 1.5mg/l  

 pH – 7.0 

There will be a rota in place to ensure that pool water levels are 

tested at regular intervals throughout the day and recorded as 

standard practise. If at any test, the water levels fall out of COVID-19 

recommendations the School Business Manager or the School 

Business Support Officer must be informed immediately. PWTAG 

recommends testing every 2 hours during pool use during the 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

pandemic.  

Air 

handling/circulation in 

pool and changing 

areas 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors  

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

All heating/cooling, ventilation systems should be checked by a 

suitably qualified person prior to opening.  At the Loyne Hydro Pool 

this is the Site Supervisor. A separate risk assessment should be carried 

out to consider points including increasing natural and mechanical 

ventilation whilst maintaining acceptable internal environment 

conditions (air velocity, temperature, humidity, Ventilation/ACH) and 

the short or long term solutions considered and applied. 

It is recommended that any pool hall ventilation system which 

normally runs with recirculation should where possible maximise the 

input of outside fresh air. 

Until the understanding of the significance of the various transmission 

routes of COVID-19 develops, operators should ensure the rate of 

supply of outside air to occupants is a minimum of 20L per person per 

second as a precautionary measure. 

Spread of COVID-19 

virus via air borne 

particles 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors 

 

 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Social distancing and hand hygiene must be adhered as far as 

possible in line with government guidelines. Persons entering the pool 

building are to take ownership on making use of the anti bac 

facilities, particularly before using any shared touch points such as the 

keypad for entry, water dispenser etc. 

The waste bins and clinical waste bins are emptied at least daily or 

more often as necessary and the contents disposed of safely.  Users 

must make use of the pedal bin function to avoid touching bin lids to 

open.  Pool users must ensure they do not leave rubbish behind in 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

 

 

 

 

 

changing areas.  

All pool users (where possible) must follow the Catch it, Bin it, Kill it 

guidance to catch coughs and sneezes in tissues and throw them in 

the bin immediately (hands to be washed or anti baced immediately 

after disposal).   

Pool users must not present to the pool if they, or someone in their 

household, has symptoms linked to COVID-19.   

The pool lobby, changing rooms and the pool must not breach 

capacity. 

Contractors conducting legal compliance checks will not enter the 

pool unless necessary, where this is unavoidable, they will be 

instructed to follow stringent hand hygiene and social distancing 

guidelines. 

External hirer or public 

user, employee or 

pupil displaying signs 

of COVID-19 upon 

arrival to the pool or 

whilst in the pool 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, contractors 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease  

External hirers, members of the public, staff, pupils/young adults 

should not come to the pool if they are showing any symptoms of 

Covid-19 (temperature, new continuous cough, difficulty breathing or 

anosmia e.g. loss of taste or smell).  

The names and address of persons using the pool will be taken at the 

point of booking using our normal pre booking system.  Data will be 

held for the duration of the hire or pool use period booked. External 

hirers must ensure they have names and addresses of pool users.  

All pool users and hirer must comply with the NHS track and trace 

system. There is a QR code clearly on display upon entry to the pool. 
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

If an external hirer, pool user, family member, employee or contractor 

accessing the pool building displays signs of COVID-19 upon arrival 

they must be refused entry into the pool. Session leaders, employees 

and external hire staff must be vigilant to the signs and symptoms of 

COVID-19 and must ensure measures are in place to refuse entry to 

persons presenting with symptoms linked to COVID-19.  The name of 

the symptomatic person must be notified to the School Business 

Manager or School Business Support Officer for follow up should it be 

required.  

A COVID-19 test must be immediately arranged by the symptomatic 

person or the parent/carer where a child displays symptoms. When 

they arrive home the person must isolate until test results have been 

received.  Results, whether positive or negative must be reported.  If 

the test is negative no further action, other than the person reporting 

the outcome to the School Business Manager/School Business Support 

Officer or pool hire contact needs to be taken. If the test is positive 

the result must be immediately reported to the School Business 

Manager, School Business Support Officer or pool hire contact and 

the person must isolate for 14 days.  They must not return until they, 

and everyone in their household is symptom free. 

A deep clean action as detailed in the school’s COVID-19 Response 

Plan must be followed in the case of a suspected or confirmed 

COVID-19. 

If the user is already in the pool and displays signs of COVID-19, they 

must be asked to leave immediately ensuring social distancing is 

adhered to at all times.  The above guidance relating to testing must 

be followed.  
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

Fire Regulations 

 

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors 

 

Unsafe evacuation  

 

The pool fire evacuation procedure must continue as normal as 

stated in the Pool Emergency Action Plan. During fire evacuation 

social distancing should be maintained if this is possible but it is not a 

priority.  The safe evacuation of all, as quickly as possible must take 

precedent in the event of a fire alarm.  Social distancing should take 

place where possible once safely outside.  

Contractors and 

deliveries to the pool  

Employees, pool 

users, external 

hirers, visitors, 

contractors 

 

Potential spread of 

infectious disease 

Where visitors to the pool are essential, they will be made aware of 

social distancing and school protocols and are expected to follow 

these closely. They must anti-bac their hands before entering the 

school and again on arrival at the pool. Essential visitors are classed 

as contractors carrying out legal compliance checks, repairs, 

hygiene waste disposal or visitors authorised by the Headteacher.  

Visitors will not be required to wear lanyards but will be required to 

wear a printed ID badge which they will access themselves from the 

badge printer. 

Office staff are aware of and explain additional hygiene and social 

distancing rules required by contractors and visitors on arrival. 

The office staff will sanitise the touchscreen sign-in system at regular 

intervals throughout the day.  

Contractors will keep the time spent on site to a minimum and will 

make all efforts to only attend site to carry out work during periods of 

reduced occupation. 

Alternative routes around or through the premises will be used as far 

as possible.  
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PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES: 

List of significant 

hazards 

(something with the 

potential to cause 

harm) 

Who might 

be harmed? 
Type of harm 

Existing controls 

(Actions already taken to control the risk - 

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified) 

A procedure is in place to wipe down deliveries with sanitiser entering 

the school premises where possible. 

Staff handling deliveries will observe good hand hygiene, washing 

hands using warm running water and soap for a minimum of 20 

seconds or using sanitiser after handling new deliveries that have not 

been sanitised. 

 

 

This general risk assessment will apply to this area providing the control measures described are in operation and there are no further local 

significant hazards.  

 

I certify that the risk assessment above fully applies to the area under assessment: The Loyne Hydro Pool 

 

 

Signatures:        Risk Assessors:  Anna Lazenbury (School Business Manager) 

                                                                                                                        Natasha Walton (School Business Support Officer) 
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PART C:  ACTION PLAN Step 4 Further action / controls required  

Hazard Action required 
Person(s) to 

undertake action? 
Priority 

Projected 

time scale  
Notes / comments  

Date 

completed 

       

       

       

       

 


